


Kenny also earned the most coveted position in the circus, that of

the solo performer for the pre-show. “It’s a five minute spot; I was the
opening act for the circus for several years,” he says. In his pre-show per-
formance, he also perfected his “ladder routine,” where he juggles with
one foot on a ladder and also does his hat tossing and catching. These
are the signature performances that Kenny shares around the world.

In 1987, he was teaching at Clown College when he met his future
wife, Brenda Johnson. She was one of his students. Brenda enjoys shar-
ing how they first met while Kenny taught her how to walk on stilts.

That year also marked the 20th anniversary of Clown College. Dick
Van Dyke hosted a CBS TV special, in which Brenda was predominately
featured. In another twist of fate, Brenda was selected to tour on the
same circus unit as Kenny. “I told my best friend that if Brenda gets on
our unit, I would be in trouble,” he says. “I said, ‘I could marry her.” ”

Their friendship blossomed in the circus, which led to their first
date in New York City in March 1988. They were engaged 15 months

later and made plans to leave the circus to begin a new life together.

La Crosse: Hub of the Clown World

It’s yet another funny coincidence that Kenny’s wife was born and
raised in La Crosse, a city considered to be a hub of the clown world.
This fact can be mainly credited to the University of Wisconsin-La
Crosse’s Clown Camp, held every summer since 1980. Kenny says you
can name almost any country in the world, and someone from there
has attended UW-Ls Clown Camp.

The couple considered many different places to live throughout the
country, but decided on La Crosse as a great place to raise a family. After
17 years, they have no regrets. Kenny considers this his adopted home-
town. “I've traveled the world, and I'm always glad to get back home to

La Crosse. I've never found any place I'd rather live,” he says.

There’s never a
dull moment
when spending

time with Kenny.

Initially after leaving the circus, Kenny toyed with becoming a fire-
fighter in La Crosse. Brenda encouraged him to try out clowning full-
time. Along with her love and support, his parents, and his in-laws Bill
and Kay Johnson of West Salem, Kenny says he owes much credit for his
post-circus career to his agent, Dr. Richard Snowberg, founder of Clown
Camp and G.L. Berg Entertainment.

Kenny has steadily built his reputation across the globe as an excellent
family entertainer; while Brenda maintains the home front and teaches at
Franklin Elementary School in La Crosse. She incorporates clowning and
circus themes into her curriculum to enhance learning for her students.

The couple has two children, Patrick and Natalie. “They still think
it’s cool that their dad is a clown,” says Kenny. Natalie has performed
with her father and Patrick is interested in the technical aspects of
performances.

With the help of La Crosse Sign Company, Kenny built his own col-
orful, self-contained stage that he takes with him to Riverfest and other
numerous venues. State fairs across the country keep him especially busy
May through October. The remainder of the year, he performs at schools,
theaters and corporate events. He’s also been expanding his markets, per-
forming at conventions at the resorts in Wisconsin Dells, for example.
His career is growing with more possibilities on the horizon every year.

Whether it’s for an audience of 700 in Fairbanks, Alaska, or a stand-
ing-room only theater audience of 2,500 in Taiwan, Kenny gives each
performance his all. “I devote as much focus and energy to every show,
regardless of the number of people in the audience or the venue,” says

Kenny. “It’s a privilege to perform for people wherever I am.”

Kim Seidel is a freelance writer based in Onalaska, Wis., where she lives with
her husband and their two young daughters. Her work appears regularly in a

variety of local and national publications.
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